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Stormwater Source Control Requirements 
Updated March, 2012 

 
1.   Storm drain stencils:  

a. All public and private storm drain inlets must be stenciled “No Dumping Drains to Bay” with 
thermoplastic stencils purchased from the City of Fremont Environmental Services Division.  
Alternative inlet stencils or markings may be permitted, subject to approval by the City.   

b. Treatment measures located in the right-of-way must be stenciled “Stormwater Treatment Area - 
Do Not Alter Landscape.” The stencils may be purchased from the City of Fremont Environmental 
Services Division. Alternate inlet stencils or markings may be permitted, subject to approval by 
the City.  

2.  Roof Drains and Down Spouts: Roof drains must drain away from the building and discharge to a 
landscape area or stormwater treatment measure hydraulically sized to treat the stormwater runoff, as 
required. 

3.  Fire Sprinkler Test Water: Whenever feasible, fire sprinkler test water must be drained to an 
appropriately-sized vegetated area.  With approval from Union Sanitary District, fire sprinkler test 
water may be connected to the sanitary sewer.  Contact Union Sanitary District for connection and 
discharge requirements.  

4.  Interior Floor Drains: Interior floor drains must not connect to the storm drain system.  

5.  Air Conditioning Condensate: Condensate from air conditioning units shall be directed to 
appropriately-sized landscaped areas or the ground.  All anti-algal or descaling agents must be 
properly disposed of. Any air conditioning condensate that discharges to land without flowing to a 
storm drain may be subject to the requirements of the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Discharges to Land with Low Threat 
to Water Quality. 

6.  Rooftop Equipment (examples include but are not limited to exhaust hoods, motors, and pumps): Roof 
top equipment, other than that producing air conditioning condensate, must drain to the sanitary 
sewer, or be covered and have no discharge to the storm drain system.  The applicant must contact 
Union Sanitary District for specific connection and discharge requirements. 

7.  Metal Roofs: All metal roofs, including galvanized roofs, must be coated with rust-inhibitive paint. 

8.  Food Service Equipment Cleaning (examples include but are not limited to restaurants, grocery stores, 
and mini-marts): Food service facilities must have a sink connected to the sanitary sewer system for 
cleaning floor mats, containers, and other equipment.  The cleaning area must be large enough to 
clean the largest mat or piece of equipment to be cleaned.  The cleaning area must be indoors or in a 
roofed area outdoors; both areas must be plumbed to the sanitary sewer.  Design outdoor cleaning 
areas to prevent wash water or stormwater run-on and run-off from carrying pollutants to the storm 
drain system.  The applicant must contact Union Sanitary District for specific connection and 
discharge requirements. 
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9.  Miscellaneous Equipment Washing: All washing/steam cleaning must be done at an appropriately 
equipped facility, which drains to the sanitary sewer.  Employees must be instructed and signs posted 
indicating that all washing activities must be conducted in this area.  Contact Union Sanitary District 
for specific connection and discharge requirements. 

10. Boiler Drain Lines: Boiler drain lines must not discharge to the storm drain system.  Boiler drain lines 
must be directly or indirectly connected to the sanitary sewer system.  Contact Union Sanitary District 
for specific connection and discharge requirements. 

11. Fueling Stations (Retail, wholesale, and private):  

a. Fueling areas must be Portland cement concrete or equivalent smooth impervious surface that are: 
i) graded at the minimum slope necessary to prevent ponding, and ii) separated from the rest of the 
site by a grade break that prevents run-on of stormwater to the maximum extent practicable.  The 
fueling area is defined as the area extending a minimum of 6.5 feet from the corner of each fuel 
dispenser or the length at which the hose and nozzle assembly may be operated plus a minimum of 
one foot, whichever is greater. 

b. Fueling areas must be covered by a canopy that extends a minimum of ten feet in each direction 
from each pump.  The canopy must not drain onto the fueling area. Rainwater from the canopy 
must be discharged to a landscaped area or to an approved stormwater treatment measure prior to 
discharge to the storm drain system. 

c. Design the fuel dispensing and transfer area pads with no slope (flat), if possible, to keep minor 
spills on the pad and encourage proper cleanup. 

d. Do not place a storm drain inlet in or near the fuel dispensing area.  

e. Hydraulically isolate the fuel dispensing and transfer areas from the rest of the site to contain spills 
and incidental wash water, prevent run-on, and prevent stormwater runoff from carrying pollutants 
away.  Locate drains around the perimeter of the pad, and drain accumulated water to an on-site 
containment system (for eventual pump-out and off-site disposal).   

f. Post signs explaining the operation of any shut-off valves for facility employees, if applicable. 

g. The fueling station must have a spill cleanup plan and all employees must be trained on proper 
spill response procedures.  Dispensing equipment must be inspected routinely for proper 
functioning and leak prevention. 

12. Retail Car Wash Facilities: Design and operate commercial car wash facilities such that no runoff 
from the facility is discharged to the storm drain system.  Wastewater from the facility must discharge 
to the sanitary sewer or alternatively a wastewater reclamation system must be installed and the 
wastewater reused with no discharges to the storm drain. The applicant must contact Union Sanitary 
District for specific connection and discharge requirements. 

13. Industrial Vehicle Cleaning:  Vehicle/equipment washing areas must be paved, designed to prevent 
run-on to or runoff from the area, and plumbed to drain to the sanitary sewer.  The applicant must 
contact Union Sanitary District for specific connection and discharge requirements.  In the event 
Union Sanitary District does not approve the connection, the applicant may propose an alternative 
method of providing for drainage of the vehicle/equipment washing area that is consistent with the 
Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit and subject to approval by City staff.  
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14. Vehicle Equipment Repair and Maintenance:  

a. Vehicle/equipment repair and/or maintenance must be performed in a designated area indoors, or 
if such services must be performed outdoors, in an area designed to prevent the run-on and runoff 
of stormwater. Discharge is prohibited from entering the storm drain system.   

b. Tanks, containers or sinks used for parts cleaning or rinsing must not be connected to the storm 
drain system.  Tanks, containers, or sinks used for such purposes may only be connected to the 
sanitary sewer system if allowed by an industrial waste discharge permit. Contact Union Sanitary 
District for connection and discharge requirements.  

15. Outdoor Process Equipment Areas (such as process equipment areas associated with industrial 
activity): Process equipment areas must not discharge to the storm drain system.  Union Sanitary 
District may accept discharges from some process equipment areas depending on the process.  Contact 
Union Sanitary District for connection and discharge requirements. In the event that Union Sanitary 
District does not approve the connection, the applicant may propose an alternative method for 
providing drainage of process equipment areas that is consistent with the Municipal Regional 
Stormwater Permit and subject to approval by City staff. 

16. Outdoor Equipment/Materials Storage/Outdoor Storage Areas:  

a. All outdoor equipment and materials storage areas must be covered and bermed, or must be 
designed with best management practices to limit the potential for runoff to contact pollutants. 

b. Storage areas containing non-hazardous liquids must be covered by a roof and be contained by 
berms, dikes, liners, vaults or similar spill containment devices.  Discharge to the storm drain 
system is prohibited.  

17. Loading Docks:   

a. Pave the loading area with an impervious paving that is compatible with materials that will be 
loaded/unloaded.  For example, use Portland Cement Concrete if gasoline or other materials that 
react with asphalt will be loaded/unloaded.  

b. Cover.  Implement one of the following methods:  

 If feasible, design the facility so loading/unloading occurs inside an indoor loading bay.  
Provide a 10-foot no obstruction zone within the building to allow the truck to extend inside 
and to provide a staging area.  Clearly identify the no obstruction zone on the building plan.  
Clearly mark the no obstruction zone at an interior transfer area using bright floor paint.   

 For buildings with less than 10 bays, provide a roof overhang that extends at least 10 feet 
beyond the loading dock (or building face if there isn’t a loading dock).  If the building 
includes 10 or more bays, or a cover is deemed otherwise infeasible, consider the next option.   

 Door skirts between the trailers and the building must be installed.   

c. Roof downspouts must be positioned to direct stormwater away from the loading area. 

d. Stormwater runoff from loading dock areas must be hydraulically separated and directed to a post-
construction stormwater treatment measure prior to discharge to the storm drain system.  

e. Equip the drainage system with an emergency spill shut-off diversion valve.  The bypass on the 
shut-off valve should flow to an adequately-sized spill containment vault located a safe distance 
away from structures.  The size of the spill containment vault should be equal to 125% of the 
volume of the largest container handled at the facility.   



March 2012 Stormwater Source Controls Update 

Page 4 of 4 

 

f. Provide signage to identify the location and simple use instructions of any spill control/response 
design features, such as shutoff valves or spill response kits. 

18. Pool, Spa and Fountain Discharges:  

a. A. New or rebuilt swimming pools, hot tubs, spas, and fountains must have a connection to the 
sanitary sewer to facilitate draining.  This connection must be a cleanout located within 10 feet of 
the pool, spa, hot tub, or fountain.  The discharge must be screened or filtered to prevent 
solids/debris from entering the sanitary sewer system.  Contact Union Sanitary District for specific 
connection and discharge requirements.   

b. Existing pools, hot tubs, spas, and fountains: when draining is necessary, a hose or other 
temporary system must be directed into a sanitary sewer cleanout or, vegetated areas that are large 
enough to accommodate the volume without allowing the discharged water to flow to the storm 
drain system.  For discharges to the sanitary sewer system, the applicant must contact Union 
Sanitary District for connection and discharge requirements.  

19. Parking Garages: Applicants are encouraged to design enclosed parking garages such that floor drains 
are not required.  If floor drains are necessary, stormwater flow must be connected to a stormwater 
treatment measure approved by the City of Fremont prior to discharge into the municipal storm drain 
system.  With approval from Union Sanitary District, floor drains may connect to the sanitary sewer 
after passing through an oil-water separator.  Approval to discharge to the sanitary sewer will be done 
on a case-by-case basis.  The applicant must contact Union Sanitary District for specific connection 
and discharge requirements. 

20. Good Housekeeping Outreach: At the initial time of sale, the developer or property owner must 
provide to the buyer or lessee  information on good housekeeping of hazardous products (e.g. proper 
use and disposal, prohibited discharges, etc.) and stormwater best management practices.  
Informational material will be furnished by the City.  Contact the Environmental Services Division at 
(510) 494-4570 for informational handouts. 

21. Conditionally Exempted Non-Stormwater Discharges: Certain discharges are exempted from 
stormwater discharge requirements, if it is determined the non-stormwater discharges are not polluted.  
Refer to the Municipal Regional Permit Provision C15 for specific requirements for discharges of the 
following types:   

a. pumped groundwater, foundation drains, and water from crawl space pumps and footing drains 

b. pumped groundwater from non-drinking water aquifers 

c. planned, unplanned, and emergency discharges of the potable water system 

 
Contacts 
 City of Fremont Environmental Services Division: 39550 Liberty Street, Fremont CA 94538.        

(510) 494-4570. www.fremont.gov/stormwaterregulations.  
 

 Union Sanitary District: 5072 Benson Road, Union City, CA 94587.  (510) 477-7500.  
www.unionsanitary.com.  

 
 San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board: 1515 Clay St., Suite 1400, Oakland CA 

94612.  (510) 622-2300. www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/  

http://www.fremont.gov/stormwaterregulations
http://www.unionsanitary.com/
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/

